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THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

ROBERT GORDON SPROUL

President of the 6m’ver.sz'ty

November 20, 1951

Mr. Walter B. Smith, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Smiths:

The matter of extending Dr. Raymond J. Sontag!s leave for
service with the Central Intelligence Agency has been taken up with
the Department and with the appropriate dean. This was necessary because
of the need for a replacement to take over Dr. Sontag's course. 1 am
happy to say that arrangements can be made and that an extension of his
leave until June 30, 1952 will be presented to the Regents with a
recomnendation for favorable action.

I fully realize the present critical importance of the
program on which Dr. Sontag is engaged and his unique fitness for the
task assigned to him. However, he is one of our distinguished men in
History and his absence naturally weakens the departmental program.
We hope therefore to have him back with us not later than the fall
semester of 1952. His return at that time is particularly important
because of the contemplated absence of certain departmental members
on sabbatical leave.

Yours sincerel
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- The University of California
pPericeley, California

My dear Lr, Sprouls

™n your letter of Jammary 20, 1951, you were
go0d enZa W agroe io a leawe of absence for Dr,
Laywond Jo Sontag in order that he night sereve & tiis
Agancy Lo a nosition of imertance and responsinility.

Dr. Sontag'e high professionsl cospetence has
been inwaluahle t5 us and 1t is felt hera that he has
made a 1nried contrilmtion to the CTA in the fulfille
ment of 113 uisslon, ¥e are theraforec very grateful
for vour couperstion and willingness to srant him leave
%0 heln usg,

gince you have sxpressed alao your readiness
to recommnd extended leave for I'r, Sopntag for the wiole
of the acadenic year 195152, T wamild apprraiante your
granting him an extension to July 1952, At thin stare
of our developnent, particularly in the work which Dr.
Sontaz has been doing, a contimity of hipghly quelified
narsonmal at the top level ie urgently neceessary,

Your favorable consideration of tals recuest
will be dooply apprsclated,

Sincerely yours,

WALTFR B. ITH
Dirvector

OAD/NEs£d
Distribution:

Addressee
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Dr. Sontag
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O]fﬁce Memoranduns » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO . Director, Central Intelligence DATE: 5 November 1951
Via: Assistant Director, O/NE :

FROM : Raymond J. Sontag, O/NE

SUBJECT: Leave of Absence

1. The University of California has expressed the hope that I
will return to my teaching duties in February 1952, and has asked for
en early decision so that my neme may be included in the class schedule
for the spring term.

2., When leave of absence was granted me last January, President
Sproul promised thet, if necessary, he would recommend that the leave
be extended to July 1952.

3. My appointment with CIA was for one year, to January 1952.
If the Director wishes, I am prepared to remsin the maximum time per-
mitted by the leave of absence granted me by the University of California,
to July 1952,

4e As the University schedule is to go to press very shortly, I
hope thet the Director can make an early decision on the extension of
my appointment.

STAT
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING sLyp

Executive Regi stry
Mr. Becker
‘

[T oirect REPLY

ECOMMENT I:PREPARATION oF Repry 7 DISPATCH
ECONCURRENCE [T RECOMMENDATION [ FILE

REMARKS: Attached letter from Dr._. Ul returned
per request of your office,
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING sL)p

LT oirect REPLY
PREPARATION oF RepLy L] DISPATCH

Concor
RENCE [ RECOMMENDAT | oN R T
REMARKS:

Noted on DCT Log, I a

get a final reply from Dr, Sproul?asume "o Wil
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